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1. INTRODUCAO

A cobertura vegetal influencia o solo desde sua formacao, com fungéo reguladora
¢ protetora, atenuando os efeitos dos fatores pedolégicos mais ativos, reduzindo a
agressividade erosiva do clima e a amplitude das variagdes hidricas e térmicas e favore-
cendo as atividades bioldgicas. A vegetagao interfere, ainda, nos processos de troca ca-
tibnica, na fixagio de alguns materiais sélidos e no fornecimento de matéria orginica
ao solo.

A vegetacio, segundo KIEHL(72), € importante fator da estruturacao do solo,a-
gindo diretamente, pela agdo mecanica das raizes ou pela excrecao de substancias de
acao cimentante, ¢ indiretamente, fornecendo alimentos para o desenvolvimento de
mMacro € microorganismaos.

GREENILAND(8) menciona que a natureza ¢ a distribuicao de raizes no solo sao
também fatores importantes. Sendo assim, gramineas com maior quantidade de raizes
finas, normalmente, exercem maior influéncia nas propriedades fisicas do solo que a de
gramineas com maior nimero de raizes grossas. O mesmo pesquisador considera que
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servados sob as coberturas de mata secunddria ¢ de capim-gordura O eucahptc foira
cobertura com menores teores de nutrientes na manta organica..

5 SUMMARY

(EFFECT OF DIFFERENT GROUND COVERS ON PHYSICAL AND
'CHEMICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF AN OXISOL)

Samples of an Oxisol were collected in Vigosa, MG, with four different ground
covers, with the aim of determining moisture equivalent and for physical and chemical
characterization. The ground covers studied were: Pinus elliottii, Eucalyptus grandis,
secondary forest and molasses grass (Melinis minutiflora Pal de Beauv.). On the four
ground covers studied, the soil exhibited the textural classification of clay, and the fine
sandy fraction of the Pinus ground cover was increased, as a result of the large
quantity of silica accumulated under the litter. Soil organic matter content was lower
under Pinus than in other ground covers due to slow rate of litter decomposition The
higher values of potash were observed under secondary forest and molasses grass

ground cover. The nutrient contents of the eucalypt litter were the lowest among the
studied ground covers.
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